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CITY OF OREM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

56 North State Street Orem, Utah 

March 11, 2014 

 

3:00 P.M. TOUR – OREM WATER RECLAMATION 

 

CONDUCTING Mayor Richard F. Brunst, Jr. 

 

ELECTED OFFICIALS Councilmembers Hans Andersen, Margaret Black, Tom 

Macdonald, Mark E. Seastrand, and David Spencer 

 

APPOINTED STAFF Jamie Davidson, City Manager; Brenn Bybee, Assistant 

City Manager; Richard Manning, Administrative Services 

Director, Greg Stephens, City Attorney; Karl Hirst, 

Recreation Director; Chris Tschirki, Public Works 

Director; Bill Bell, Development Services Director; Scott 

Gurney, Interim Public Safety Director; Steven Downs, 

Assistant to the City Manager; Neal Winterton, Water 

Manager; Lawrence Burton, Water Reclamation Section 

Manager; and Donna Weaver, City Recorder 

 

EXCUSED Councilmember Brent Sumner 

 

TOUR – Water Reclamation Facility 

Chris Tschirki, Public Works Director, and Lawrence Burton, Water Reclamation Section 

Manager, conducted a tour of the wastewater treatment plant and reviewed the following: 

 Flow of water and material through the facility 

 Possible reuse of water 

 Comparative costs with other cities in Utah County 

 Money-saving efforts by staff 

 Impact of water conservation on the plant 

 

4:15 P.M. TOUR – FITNESS CENTER REMODEL  

 

CONDUCTING Mayor Richard F. Brunst, Jr. 

 

ELECTED OFFICIALS Councilmembers Hans Andersen, Margaret Black, Tom 

Macdonald, Mark E. Seastrand, and David Spencer 

 

APPOINTED STAFF Jamie Davidson, City Manager; Brenn Bybee, Assistant 

City Manager; Richard Manning, Administrative Services 

Director, Greg Stephens, City Attorney; Karl Hirst, 

Recreation Director; Bill Bell, Development Services 

Director; Scott Gurney, Interim Public Safety Director; 

Charlene Crozier, Interim Library Director; Steven Downs, 
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Assistant to the City Manager; and Donna Weaver, City 

Recorder 

 

EXCUSED Councilmember Brent Sumner 

 

TOUR – Fitness Center Remodel 

Mr. Hirst, Recreation Director, took the Council on a tour of the Fitness Center remodel, 

including the restrooms, basketball court, swimming pool, and the leisure pool addition. He 

noted that future needs included replacing the track and upgrading the spinning room. 

 

5:00 P.M. STUDY SESSION 

 

CONDUCTING Mayor Richard F. Brunst, Jr. 

 

ELECTED OFFICIALS Councilmembers Hans Andersen, Margaret Black, Tom 

Macdonald, Mark E. Seastrand, and David Spencer 

 

APPOINTED STAFF Jamie Davidson, City Manager; Brenn Bybee, Assistant 

City Manager; Richard Manning, Administrative Services 

Director, Greg Stephens, City Attorney; Karl Hirst, 

Recreation Director; Bill Bell, Development Services 

Director; Chris Tschirki, Public Works Director; Scott 

Gurney, Interim Public Safety Director; Charlene Crozier, 

Interim Library Director; Steve Earl, Deputy City Attorney; 

Heather Schriever, Assistant City Attorney; Jake Summers, 

Prosecutor; Matt Pedersen, Public Safety;  BJ Robinson, 

Public Safety; Steven Downs, Assistant to the City 

Manager; Donna Weaver, City Recorder, and Taraleigh 

Gray, Deputy City Recorder 

 

EXCUSED Councilmember Brent Sumner 

 

Council Update – Public Displays 

Mr. Davidson introduced members from the City Attorney’s office and Officers Pedersen and 

Robinson who had responsibility overseeing sex crimes that take place in Orem. 

 

Sergeant Pedersen said most of the investigations they handled were split up into six areas. Since 

January 1, 2014, the 3 officers in the section had taken 150 calls. Many of the physical child 

abuse cases had to be sent to school resource officers due to the heavy work load. They 

concentrated their time on things like rapes (both adults and children), child pornography, etc.  

 

He indicated that when they had first seen the PacSun pictures, they found them reminiscent of 

something from Victoria Secret or the tamer pictures from the Sports Illustrated swimsuit 

edition. Pictures like the PacSun advertisements were very common. In reviewing the City Code, 

they did not think they qualified for prosecution. The Attorneys Office reviewed State Code and 

found an item that the City could possibly use. The officers considered how doing that would 
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impact future investigations and determined it would increase their workload because of the need 

to investigate many more stores.  

Sergeant Robinson likened it to catching a speeder. An officer would have to visually estimate 

the speed and then confirm it with radar. Drivers had to be going ten to fifteen miles over the 

speed limit. Using that analogy, the PacSun pictures did not apply. He noted that there had been 

many similar cases that the courts had not upheld. 

 

Sergeant Pedersen observed that immoral and illegal were not always the same thing.  

 

Mr. Stephens said most of the Council had seen the news reports about the issue. Mrs. Cox asked 

the City to prosecute PacSun. He explained that, typically, the charging decision would be by the 

City’s prosecutors without input from the other attorneys. Mr. Stephens said he requested that all 

the attorneys in the office screen it. All agreed with the decision not to prosecute the case. He 

called Mrs. Cox and notified her of their decision. His staff felt there was already a frenzy 

around the case, and they did not want to give PacSun anymore free advertising. They had 

prepared a statement explaining their decision not to file criminal charges, saying that while they 

did not endorse the display, they did not believe it constituted a criminal offense. The letter had 

not yet been distributed. 

 

Mr. Stephens then reviewed case law, the current State statute (including the higher standard 

when dealing with children), and the City Code. He said Mrs. Cox argued that the shirts broke 

both State and City ordinance. While the shirt did show a partially nude buttock, none of the 

shirts showed sexual conduct. Mr. Stephens said he understood that Mrs. Cox believed they had 

made the wrong decision. His staff disagreed. 

 

Mayor Brunst said he found the shirts offensive but understood the attorneys’ decision. He 

offered time to Mrs. Cox to speak. She declined. 

 

Mr. Seastrand asked if Mr. Stephens felt the City’s current ordinance was in line with the State’s 

or if something needed to be changed. Mr. Stephens said they had discussed that and have some 

suggestions for things that could be done to improve the City’s ordinance, but they did not think 

those would have changed their decision on this issue. 

 

Mr. Spencer asked if there was a warning system to notify stores. Mr. Stephens said, if they 

received a complaint about displays that did not quite meet the law, they would approach the 

store about removing the signs.  

 

Mr. Macdonald asked if it would be treated differently if someone tried to walk around the mall 

dressed like the woman in the picture.  

 

Mr. Earl said someone posed in a picture would be different than someone walking around. Jake 

Summers, prosecutor, indicated that someone walking around the mall would be charged with 

lewdness which was a different law. 
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Mayor Brunst reflected that society was made up of laws. It could be difficult when there were 

different interpretations, but the City must work within the realms of the law and how they were 

applied. 

 

 

Preview of Upcoming Agenda Items 

Staff presented a preview of upcoming agenda items to the Council. 

 

Review Agenda Items 

The Council and staff reviewed the agenda items. 

 

City Council New Business 

Mayor Brunst reviewed the current status of payments by UTOPIA member cities for operating 

expenses. The various mayors were having discussions about how to proceed. He noted it was 

not their intent for UTOPIA to run out of money. 

 

Mr. Andersen inquired about the possibility of putting the issue to a vote of the people. Mayor 

Brunst reviewed the Macquarie milestone requirements, noting that their timeline would be 

completed before any election could be held.  

 

The Council adjourned at 5:55 p.m. to the City Council Chambers for the regular meeting. 

 

 

6:00 P.M. REGULAR SESSION 

 

CONDUCTING Mayor Richard F. Brunst, Jr. 

 

ELECTED OFFICIALS Councilmembers Hans Andersen, Margaret Black, Tom 

Macdonald, Mark E. Seastrand, David Spencer, and Brent 

Sumner 

 

APPOINTED STAFF Jamie Davidson, City Manager; Brenn Bybee, Assistant 

City Manager; Richard Manning, Administrative Services 

Director, Greg Stephens, City Attorney; Steve Earl, Deputy 

City Attorney; Karl Hirst, Recreation Director; Chris 

Tschirki, Public Works Director; Bill Bell, Development 

Services Director; Scott Gurney, Interim Public Safety 

Director; Charlene Crozier, Interim Library Director; 

Steven Downs, Assistant to the City Manager; Donna 

Weaver, City Recorder, and Taraleigh Gray, Deputy City 

Recorder. 

 

INVOCATION /   

INSPIRATIONAL THOUGHT Spencer Kressler 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  Calvin Shaw 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Mrs. Black moved to approve the minutes from the following meetings: 

 February 25, 2014 – City Council Meeting 

 March 4, 2014 – City Council Work Session 

Mr. Seastrand seconded the motion. Those voting aye: Hans Andersen, Margaret Black, Richard 

Brunst, Tom Macdonald, Mark E. Seastrand, and David Spencer. The motion passed. 

MAYOR’S REPORT/ITEMS REFERRED BY COUNCIL 

 

 Upcoming Events 

The Mayor referred the Council to the upcoming events listed in the agenda packet.  

 

 Appointments to Boards and Commissions 

Mr. Andersen moved to appoint Bill Peperone, Carol Walker, Jim Michaelis, KC Shaw, Reed 

Price, Tai Riser, and Val Hale to the Public Works Advisory Commission. Mr. Seastrand 

seconded the motion. Those voting aye: Hans Andersen, Margaret Black, Richard Brunst, Tom 

Macdonald, Mark E. Seastrand, and David Spencer. The motion passed. 

 

Mr. Seastrand moved to reappoint Margarete Hlawatschek and Joyce Ottens to the Senior 

Advisory Commission. Mr. Spencer seconded the motion. Those voting aye: Hans Andersen, 

Margaret Black, Richard Brunst, Tom Macdonald, Mark E. Seastrand, and David Spencer. The 

motion passed. 

 

Recognition of New Neighborhoods in Action Officers 

No new Neighborhood in Action officers were recognized. 

 

 Report – Sleepy Ridge Golf Course Committee 

Golden Holt gave an annual report on the activity at Sleepy Ridge Golf Course.  

 The golf course opened in 2008, and Sleepy Ridge had a few years of down-revenue but 

private funding subsidies helped Sleepy Ridge to weather the economic recession. 

 Over the last two years, the revenues have provided the golf course to break even and 

turn a small profit. 

 Home construction was going up around Sleepy Ridge, which lended to long-term 

benefits for the golf course.  

 Discussions are happening regarding the Lakeside trail development which is being 

considered alongside Utah Lake.  

 Because of the bad economic time, Sleepy Ridge would be approaching the City to 

extend its contract. 

 Unlike all other municipal golf courses in Utah County, Sleep Ridge has never taken any 

subsidy from the City. 

 Their revenue plan was to slowly raise rates commensurate with market competitiveness 

and to continue providing a good product in a fair location. 

 

Mayor Brunst asked Mr. Holt about how the additional businesses were doing. Mr. Holt said the 

income from the office space the rental of the reception center had sustained the golf course.  
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Mayor Brunst asked if Sleepy Ridge was working with senior citizens in any way. Mr. Holt 

reported that due to the seniors’ pace of play, providing resources had been difficult. Sleepy 

Ridge did not provide a senior punch card with senior rates, though organizing a senior league 

probably would not be aggressively pursued this year. 

 

Mr. Davidson said the City had always maintained a good relationship with Mr. Holt and Sleepy 

Ridge Golf Course. Mr. Davidson noted the unique nature of that cooperation and commended 

those who had the foresight to craft this relationship. With no out-of-pocket cost to the City, 

many acres of open space were being protected. Orem should do what was possible to keep the 

public/private partnership healthy.  

 

Mr. Macdonald asked how long the lease was with the City. Mr. Holt said the lease had been 

amended in 2008, and that they were five years into a thirty-nine-year lease with the City. 

 

CITY MANAGER APPOINTMENTS  

 

Mr. Davidson asked for the City Council’s advice and consent on his appointments of Brenn 

Bybee, serving as the Assistant City Manager, and for Charlene Crozier, serving as the Orem 

Public Library Director Development Services Director. 

 

Mr. Macdonald moved to provide the Council’s advice and consent on the appointment Brenn 

Bybee and Charlene Crozier. Mr. Seastrand seconded the motion. Those voting aye: Hans 

Andersen, Margaret Black, Richard Brunst, Tom Macdonald, Mark E. Seastrand, and David 

Spencer. The motion passed. 

Donna Weaver, City Recorder, gave the oath of office to Mr. Bybee and Mrs. Crozier. 

 

PERSONAL APPEARANCES 

 

Time was allotted for the public to express their ideas, concerns, and comments on items not on 

the agenda. Those wishing to speak should have signed in prior to the meeting, and comments 

were limited to three minutes or less. 

 

John Reinhard, resident, asked the Council to consider providing a form on the online bill pay 

system that would allow those wishing to contribute monetarily to specific departments within 

the City the opportunity to do so. Mr. Reinhard inquired about any updates on the possible 

partnership with Macquarie. 

 

Barbara Petty, resident, spoke regarding the PacSun T-shirt incident. She said she disagreed with 

the City Attorney’s Office on the issue and believed a letter should be sent to the store owners 

and to the mall, stating the material represented was illegal and should be stopped.  

 

Wayne Burr shared a PowerPoint presentation regarding the proclamation of a day of prayer. He 

suggested that by signing the proclamation the Council would not designating this day as 

religious, but rather an opportunity for prayer.  
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Karen Zea, resident, spoke to the PacSun T-shirt incident saying it might be covered under the 

City’s nuisance ordinance. Orem citizens under the age of eighteen should be protected. She did 

not believe the City was addressing the issue appropriately.  

 

Judy Cox, resident, expressed disappointment in the City Attorneys’ decision to not pursue 

criminal charges in reference to the PacSun T-shirt incident. She understood that the City’s 

hands were tied due to precedent. Ms. Cox said she hopes that others will feel empowered to 

speak up as consumers.  

 

Vauna Davis voiced concern with the impression received from the City Attorneys’ PacSun 

decision. She said she thought the shirts were harmful for minors viewing them and believed the 

Council was working hard to justify the decision to not take action against PacSun.  

 

Sharon Anderson said she was concerned Orem would be perceived as tolerating something in 

the PacSun ads that would not be allowed to be broadcast. Orem was setting a horrible example 

of what Family City, USA meant. She said she believed the City could do other things in lieu of 

criminal charges and requested the City Council to issue a statement as the community looks to 

the Council for example.  

 

Dennis Hunsaker, resident, said he believed this t-shirt issue was a matter of great importance. 

He then went onto share a personal experience relating to this issue with calendars in the work 

place and likened it to the idea of the City employing a “double standard.”  

 

CONSENT ITEMS 

 

There were no consent times. 

 

SCHEDULED ITEMS 

 

6:30 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING 

RESOLUTION – CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT - Conditional Use Permit approval for a 

detached garage at 488 East 1320 North in the PD-14 zone 

 

Jason Bench, Planning Division Manager, presented an applicant request for a Street Vacation. 

Currently, 900 South is a dead end without a connection to 800 East. Access to 900 South is 

from 750 East with 750 East connecting to 800 South. 900 South was dedicated to the City in 

1977 with the recordation of Liston Subdivision, Plat “A”, which was a one lot subdivision. 

 

University Mall now requests that the City vacate 900 South from 800 East to 750 East. 

Typically, upon the vacation of a dedicated street, half the street area reverts to the property on 

one side and the other half reverts to the property on the other side. In this case, because the 

street was originally dedicated with Lot 1 of Liston Plat “A”, the vacation of the entire street will 

automatically revert to the owner of Lot 1. University Mall owns Lot 1 of Liston Plat “A” as well 

as all of the property surrounding this portion of 900 South. The vacation should also reserve 

required and existing public utility easements. 
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University Mall LC proposes to use the vacated street area as a private access for their residential 

apartment development. This would make 750 East a dead end and will require the Mall to 

install an approved turn around.  

 

The City Council may vacate the portion of 900 South Street between 750 East and 800 East if it 

finds (1) there is good cause for the vacation, and (2) the vacation will not be detrimental to the 

public interest. Additionally, the owners should be required to record a subdivision plat that 

incorporates the street vacation into the rest of their property and includes required and existing 

public utility easements. 

 

Mr. Macdonald asked if anyone was living in the properties along this street. Mr. Bench 

indicated those properties had been sold, and the present Woodbury representative said the 

existing residents would be vacated by April 1, 2014.  

 

Mr. Andersen asked if the City would be receiving any financial gain from vacating this street.  

Mr. Bench said this property was dedicated by the property owner years ago, and in the event the 

City Council approves the street vacation, the property would go back to the owner. The property 

is given to the City for use as long as necessary. If the city no longer needs the use of the 

property, the property reverts to the owner. This would be different if the property was “sold” to 

the City, but in this case the property was dedicated to the City for city use.  

 

With no further comments or questions from the Council, Mayor Brunst opened the public 

hearing. 

 

Ammon Avens, resident, voiced his frustration with the proposed street vacation. He said his 

family owned property in the area that would be difficult to develop should the Council approve 

the street vacation.  

 

Taylor Candland, resident suggested the vacation should take place only after the PacSun store 

was no longer a tenant at the University Mall. 

 

Mayor Brunst closed the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Macdonald asked Mr. Avens to clarify his request. Mr. Avens suggested the City should 

connect the road to 800 East instead of vacating the property, and keep this road public.  

 

Mayor Brunst called for a motion.  

 

Mr. Andersen asked if he could make a motion to check to see if the City could make money on 

the street vacation. Mr. Bench reiterated that the property had been dedicated to the City, and 

when vacated, the property had to revert to the property owner who could do as they would with 

it.  

 

Mrs. Black moved that the City Council, by ordinance, vacate approximately 0.26 acres of 

900 South Street located between 750 East and 800 East. RB seconded the motion. Those voting 
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aye: Councilmembers Margaret Black, Richard Brunst, Tom Macdonald, Mark E. Seastrand. 

Those voting nay: David Spencer and Hans Andersen. The motion passed, 4:2. 

  

DISCUSSION – UTOPIA Operational Expenditures 

 

Mayor Brunst requested that this item be placed on the agenda to (1) bring an update to the 

citizens with regard to UTOPIA; and (2) to bring discussion to the Council on the operating 

expense and operating losses of UTOPIA. This was not an action item on the agenda, but rather 

an opportunity to invite conversation and discussion between the Council.  

 

Mayor Brunst reported on the legislative process taking place with Senator Valentine. Through 

that, the mayors of the eleven cities involved in UTOPIA and UIA were requested to meet to 

discuss the legislation. The first of those meetings provided opportunity for the management of 

UTOPIA to make presentations on information regarding the operations of UTOPIA. Two 

meetings were spent relaying information and discussing what was presented.  

 

Mayor Brunst drew attention to Macquarie being in the process of bringing forward the results of 

the first milestone in less than a month. At that time, the investigations of Macquarie would be 

made known. When the results were revealed, the cities will have a 30-day period to accept 

Macquarie’s model before Macquarie’s soft response turned hard. At that point, the cities would 

then have 60 days to formally accept or reject Macquarie model. The expense involved with the 

first milestone was approximately $450,000. If the first milestone was approved, the momentum 

would continue to the second milestone, which had an approximate duration of 7-to-10 weeks. 

The expense for the second milestone was $950,000. There were 4 milestones total, with a total 

cost approximately $4 million in consulting and investigation fees. Milestone 3 and 4 would 

involve financial commitment.  

 

Each UTOPIA community had the right to accept or reject milestones one or two. Some cities 

might accept Macquarie’s model and others might not. In order to accept the proposal by way of 

referendum, the City Council would have to pass some legislation that the referendum would 

take place in such a manner to allow a vote prior to Macquarie ending its ninety-day period. That 

was not a feasible option due to timing. The last option was to carry out a public poll or opinion 

vote. Mayor Brunst suggested a public survey to be conducted by BYU to get a feel for where 

Orem citizens stood on the topic. In order to make the proper decision the Council needed to 

know what the citizens are thinking.  

 

Mayor Brunst indicated that UIA had picked up an additional $60,000 in revenue. UTOPIA 

requested the member cities to pay toward operational losses of UIA and UTOPIA. That figure 

was approximately $3.3 million per year. UTOPIA was involved in some legal suits, particularly 

one against the Rural Utility Service, which was a $120 million lawsuit brought by UTOPIA. 

Settlement terms for that suit would be requested in the coming weeks, and if those terms were 

not accepted, the law suit would go to trial in mid-July 2014. The trial carried a potential cost of 

$2 million.  

 

Mayor Brunst added that previously $250,000 had been approved as a loan for operational 

expenses. This loan was to be paid back, with interest, within a certain number of years. 
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Sometime thereafter another $575 million had been passed in loans for operational expenses. All 

cities had been requested to pay with money separate from bond funds. 

 

Mayor Brunst reviewed the current legislation put forth by Senator John Valentine. The Mayor 

said a law had been passed stipulating the inability of new bonds to be used to pay for 

operational expense after the first twelve months of said bond. That only applied for taxable 

bonds. Mayor Brunst indicated tax-exempt bonds were less expensive for the City than the 

taxable bond counterpart. 

  

This bond information was used to illustrate the concern and disparity with the involved 

UTOPIA cities paying for operational expenses. Mayor Brunst said that of the eleven UTOPIA 

cities, one city only had three connections to UTOPIA and was therefore not paying any 

operational expense. Of the remaining ten cities involved with UTOPIA, four cities were paying 

operational expenses, and six were not. Orem had paid those its committment through January 

2014.  

 

Mayor Brunst then asked for Council input and discussion on the question of why Orem should 

continue paying operational expenses when other cities were not. He cautioned that, if 

operational expenses and losses were not paid, UTOPIA will be out of money come July 2014.  

 

Mr. Andersen asked what the City could do for the citizens with regard to a utility fee as it 

pertained to the Macquarie model. He said he believed it was time the City provided the citizens 

with information. He asked Mr. Stephens what would happen if the City opted for an initiative to 

approve/deny Macquarie’s model. Mr. Stephens said each Council member could decide to vote 

how they want, but the law only went into effect when the citizens voted on it. The signatures 

alone did not create the law.  

 

Mayor Brunst said the reality was the City Council could vote to join with Macquarie, or they 

could opt not to. If the City decided not to join, the City could join at a later time, though that 

would cost more money.  

 

Mayor Brunst expressed his opinion that he would like to see Orem continue to pay the 

operational expenses. His suggestion would be to fund the deficit with bond funds in order to 

allow one more year to determine a solution.  

 

Mr. Spencer said he would be in favor of utilizing the bond money.  

 

Mr. Seastrand said the intent of bond money was to generate growth and revenue, which would, 

in turn, cover operational costs. Taking away from these funds would reduce revenue-generating 

opportunities. He said shutting down UTOPIA was not a viable option and acknowledged that 

there was an element of inequality within the UIA. Mr. Seastrand said he was unaware of the 

options being considered by UIA to address the inequality within the UTOPIA cities.  

 

Mayor Brunst said part of the operational losses were litigation costs. If there came a settlement, 

the awarded settlement would go to the cities who helped pay for the litigation. To this, Mr. 



 
 City Council Minutes – March 11, 2014 (p.11) 

Seastrand said he could support Mayor Brunst’s recommendation to utilize bond funds to carry 

UTOPIA one more year.  

 

Mr. Andersen said giving more money would only extend the inevitable and expressed he was 

opposed to giving any more money.  

 

Mr. Spencer asked how much Orem had spent on litigation. Mayor Brunst said, collectively, 

UTOPIA had spent approximately $500,000 on litigation, and if UTOPIA were to win the 

lawsuit, the award from would be divided between the cities that had helped fund the litigation 

through paying their portion of operation expenses.  

 

Mr. Macdonald said the discussion was something that affects the entire city of Orem. From a 

business owner perspective, it was difficult to sell a business that was losing money. The real 

question was what the City would need to do to turn UTOPIA into a winner. He acknowledged 

that they were on the verge of potentially winning a $100 million dollar lawsuit, which winnings 

could go to pay some of the expenses back. He was not in favor of strangling a thing that has 

cost so much. Mr. Macdonald affirmed that there are bridges yet to be crossed on the issue.  

 

Mrs. Black said she believed the wise course of action would be to continue to fund operational 

expenses, though she did not favor the idea to use contingency money to see where the City was 

at in a few months. The bond should not be involved. She asked Mayor Brunst what other 

mayors were considering bond money. 

 

Mayor Brunst said some were and some were not, just as some cities were will to pay operating 

expenses and some were not. He personally believed it would be a good idea to use the bond 

because the money would be difficult to gather at the end of the fiscal year.  

 

Mrs. Black encouraged Mayor Brunst to continue to have conversations with other involved 

cities to determine what their methods would be in coming up with the funds to address the 

deficit. She noted that any potential utility fees were not part of the discussion at this time, and 

she would rather discuss real facts than numbers pulled from a hat. 

 

Mr. Andersen asked how long the lawsuit had been going on. Mayor Brunst said the thought it 

was since 2010. He also reiterated that if the law suit is won, the cities who participated in the 

litigation would share any award money.  

 

Mr. Andersen and Mrs. Black spoke to the utility fee being a specific figure. Mrs. Black pointed 

out that the current discussion did not involve utility fees.  

 

Mayor Brunst said no one knew what a utility fee might be. That information would be part of 

Macquarie’s results after they completed milestone one.  

 

CONTINUATION OF PERSONAL APPEARANCES 

 

James Fawcet voiced concern that the lawsuit would take forever, and he felt the idea of putting 

more money into UTOPIA should not even be brought up.  
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COMMUNICATION ITEMS 

 

There were no communication items.  

 

CITY MANAGER INFORMATION ITEMS  

 

Mr. Davidson reported on the joint City Council meeting held with the Alpine School District.  

 

Mr. Davidson gave a brief overview of an agenda item coming to the Council on March 25, 

2014, regarding the separation of the Public Safety Department into separate police and fire 

departments. Ideally that separation would take effect on July 1, 2014. He presented this item to 

the council in advance to give him an opportunity to actively recruit a police chief before the 

change would take effect.  

 

Mr. Macdonald addressed Judy Cox’s statement. He believed the City was doing what was right 

and reiterated that competent legal counsel has instructed the Council that pursuing the issue 

further would not be in the best interest of the City from a sound financial perspective.  

 

Mr. Spencer agreed with Mr. Macdonald. Mr. Spencer suggested the possibility of the City 

Council sending a letter indicating the dislike for the display.  

 

Mr. Davidson asked the Woodbury representative to take the information and concerns brought 

forth in the meeting back to the Woodbury Corporation.  

 

Mr. Seastrand added that the City Council was not a judicial body and did have authority in how 

the law was enforced. The City Council did have the opportunity to look at current laws and 

improve the laws already in place.  

 

Mayor Brunst said he felt offended by what he saw in the PacSun ads and would like Orem to 

remain “Family City USA.” He said it was important to preserve a moral standard. He was 

unsure if the Council writing a letter would be deemed appropriate, but he said he could look 

over the possibility.  

 

Mr. Davidson spoke to the proclamation presented by Mr. Burr. He advised the Council to be 

mindful of the recommendation made by the City Attorney relative to the proclamation 

presented. Mrs. Black, Mr. Macdonald and Mayor Brunst all spoke to the desire of supporting 

the request in the most appropriate way.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mr. Andersen moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Spencer seconded the motion. Those voting 

aye: Councilmembers Hans Andersen, Margaret Black, Richard Brunst, Tom Macdonald, 

Mark E. Seastrand, and David Spencer. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 
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          Donna R. Weaver, City Recorder 

 

Approved: March 25, 2014 


